
with great accuracy leading the first rays
of light to the Peninsula that acts as the 
“rear sights” These first rays of Light 
pass over  the Cape Flats and also over 
false bay, creating ruler straight golden sun 
paths reflecting on the water, like an 
arrow of  light to specific points on the 
Cape Peninsula, showing clearly the 
exact  direction and azimuth of the rising sun, 
throughout  the year. The Western  Horizon, has an 
uninterrupted ocean  sunset again creating ruler straight 
golden Sun paths of light  reflected on the ocean 
surface, leading  the last rays of  sunset  toward the Cape 
Peninsula & Table Mountain  range that  act again as the 
“rear sights”

Sun & Moon Megaliths at the Southwestern Tip of Africa

Summer solstic
e sunset

Equinox sunset

Winter solstice sunset

Summer solstice sunrise

Why should there be Sun and Moon Megaliths on the South Western Tip of Africa? 
The Spiritual Worship and Significance of the Sun to the Early, Middle & Late Stone Age and Khoisan people of Southern Africa:
All ancient civilizations revered the Sun as a sacred deity, where the sun was first seen to rise and be symbolically born and where last seen 
to set and symbolically die, would have been very sacred to these early people of  southern Africa.  To the  ESA, MSA and LSA who 
experienced the cold effects of the Ice age ,Would certainly have held the warmth of the sun  in  high regard  as their “fire of life” and may 
well have erected stone shrines to monumentalize  and revere the sun as a deity?  Artifacts  have 
been  found at Blombos Cave and Pinnacle Point between Stil Bay and Mossel bay , dated at 
70 000yrs old, that show engravings on red ochre that  is a red iron rich rock  used in ceremony ,
Said to represent the  menstrual blood of the  mother earth.

//Gaunab was the Destroyer / The Night / Death. So Tsui//Goam was seen as the Supreme 
Being a godlike hero who avenged //Gaunab /death / the night and was the bringer of light ( 
the Dawn) and life to all people. Heitsi-eibib ( Dawn Tree) another name given to the Infinite 
describes the rising sun’s “beautiful beams and rays shooting up from a central point like the 
gigantic branches of a magnificent tree”  TS Hahn - Supreme Being of the Khoi Khoi

The Geographical, Topographical & Astronomic positioning and significance of the Cape             
Peninsula to the Sun - Fore sights and Rear sights

At the South Western tip of Africa, Cape Town and the Cape Peninsula, are the closest 
geographical landmark , in southern Africa to the setting sun at the time of the Summer Solstice 
22nd December, and therefore the last place in all southern Africa to be lit by the rays of the 
setting sun, literally and symbolically at  this time the “Land of the setting Sun” The sacred land 
where the metaphorical change of Day to Night occurs, the symbolic death of the Sun, “Lord of 
Light & Day” Tsui//Goam and coming of the “Lord of Darkness & Night”  //Gaunab.
The Cape Peninsula lends itself as the perfect mid point between the 
Eastern , Hottentots Holland mountain horizon (50km away) & the rising 
Sun and  the clearly defined Western Atlantic ocean horizon & 
setting Sun. The Eastern Horizon has the perfect topographical
layout, with a mountain range running North and South
, with multiple high and low “fore sights” points 
of reference squared  to the East, acting as a
Horizon Calendar, that can carefully 
calibrate each sunrise across the 59 
degrees between the Winter Solstice 
Sunrise and Summer Solstice Sunrise, 

Summer solstice sunset
22nd December - Cape Town - Table Mountain & 

Cape Peninsula is the last land in all southern 
Africa to see the sunset. 

Winter solstic
e sunrise

Equinox  sunrise

Summer solstice sunrise

N

S

W E

Summer solstic
e sunset

Summer solstic
e sunset

Summer solstice sunriseSummer solstic
e sunset

Summer solstic
e sunset

Equinox sunset

Winter solstice sunset

Summer solstice sunrise

Winter solstic
e sunrise

Equinox  sunrise

Summer solstice sunrise

W

Summer solstice sunriseSummer solstic
e sunset

Hottentots Holland M
ountains Eastern Horizon –Fore sights

Su
mmer 

sol
sti

ce 
su

nri
se

Eq
ui

no
x  

su
nr

ise

Tsui//Goam was the Khoisan name for their Almighty Creater / The Dawn / The Sun / Life and

Pathways of the Sun - The Diamond of Light Grid – Mapped over the Tip of Africa

70000 year old engraving,
Mimicking the geometries of the 

diamond  sunpath grid
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The  Diamond  Sun Grid & Gateways of the Sun & Megalith Sites
A,B,C Mapped out  on the Cape Peninsula 

The Gateways  of the Sun on the Cape Peninsula
It is possible from this statement that the early Khoisan people revered these gateways of the rising sun through the mountain“ Heitsieibib cairns of stone “generally to be 

met in narrow passes between two mountains” “they were fond of perfumes: buxu, ....diosma were also sprinkled on those cairns which are still objects of worship to the Supreme  
Being”  - Hetsieibib – The Dawn Tree – The Rising Sun . There are 3 major gateways of the sun , Kloof Neck saddle , Sun Gate 1 between Table Mountain and Lion’s 

head, Constant neck saddle - Sun Gate 2 And the Sun Valley - Sun Gate 3 of Fish Hoek and Noordehoek. These are natural gateways/passageways  low points through 
the Table Mountain range  that allow the sun to pass freely through at sunrise East and sunset West  . From the low point of each gateway / saddle  there is natural 

upward  stepping ,( like a step pyramid)  leading to the top step  either side of the gateway,  following the contours of the landscape. It is within these gateways  and 
upon these steps, one is most likely to find megalithic marker stones aligned to the  cardinal pathways of the sun. The Summer  & Winter Solstices and the Equinoxes’. 
These gateways through the mountain often take on strange zoomorphic shapes and forms of animals and beings, that may further have enhanced their reverence for a 
particular place or significant rock outcrop, or step within these sacred gateways of the sun. In the Constantia neck Sun Gate 2 , the northern side of the gateway takes 

on the shape and form of a giant human profile a symbolic gatekeeper or watchman/guardian of the gateway. {see pic below)
Constantia Neck Sun gate – with Northern Gatekeeper , watching over the gateway as the 

Supreme Being - Heitsiebib – the Dawn Tree, rises . 

O

Ancient hieroglyph  for horizon and 
step pyramidal  geometries seen naturally 

in the landscape 

Due to the curvature and natural step pyramidal geometries formed by contours in the landscape, There is a 
natural ascension and descension of light, as the top steps are first lit by the  -0.5degree altitude and therefore 
upward pointing angle of the first rays of the rising sun. As the sun continues to climb in altitude, the sun’s 
now downward pointing  rays appears to literally walk down the mountain steps. Marker stones on higher 

steps act as foresights and lead the light and shadow to marker stones on  lower steps that in turn become the 
rear sights, thus able to mark not only the azimuth but also the altitude of the rising sun. At  sun set the 
process is reversed and the sun appears to climb up the mountain steps .During this process  there is a 

natural spiralling of spherical trigonometry played out by the ascension and descension of light  from the 
suns daily passage from  -0.5 degree  altitude, at sunrise in the East  and to up to 80 degrees in altitude at the 
mid heaven in the North to  - 0.5 degree in altitude at sunset to the West. It is for this reason  many possible 

marker stones have been discovered in these  step pyramidal gateways. 

Natural Step Pyramidal Geometries in the landscape

The constantia neck 
gatekeeper

Sun petroglyph, shows ancients
Reverance for the sun

Solstice’s and Equinoxes’ at 34 degrees south latitude
rising & setting azimuths - mid heaven altitudes   

Ascension & descension of Sun on Step Pyramidal Landscape

10380 years ago
301 degrees .

Now10380 yrs from now
296.5 degrees 

The shift of the Winter solstice setting azimuth position, due to obliquity of the ecliptic.
Tilt of earths axis = 2.4 degrees over 20760 years = a half a 41520 year oscillation

Due West 
Equinox Sunset

Sun setting now @ 34 degrees S. Latitude 298.7 degrees N.West
Winter Solstice Sunset

The sun is now  aligning dead centre
of this oscillation within 0.1 degrees

Suns rays create ruler straight
Golden sunpath on the ocean and 

across the valley, adding great 
accuracy to the alignment

Equinox Sunrise Summer Solstice
Sunrise

Equinox SunsetWinter Solstice 

Sunset

Research  methodology, protocols & criteria

Sun Gate 2 - Site A –”The Grail stone” – Equilateral Triangle Alignments 

Sandy Bay Point
The westernmost edge of 

the Cape Peninsula

The “grailstone” is a 1.3m equilateral triangular quartzitic table mountain sandstone rock, with a rectangular hole through its centre,
wedged in a crack on a flat platteaux lying @ 90 degrees to the natural rock strata. Perfectly sited in the Bokkemans kloof saddle,
to align to the “perfect gun-sight” horizon foresights, created by the pyramidal mountain Little Lion’s Head and the two balanced
semi circular troughs on either side. Together these create a binocular type foresight that is further enhanced by the natural lensing effect
of The Bokkemanskloof valley itself. This marker stone is squared and centred with its rectangular hole to the winter solstice sunset in the
northern trough of the “gunsight/foresight” In the trough sightline are placed further markerstones that align with the “grailstone”
are capable of measuring the shift due to obliquity over 41520 yrs. This grailstone then aligns shifting approx. 29 degrees to due west,
to the equinox sunset in the southern trough. Where the rectangular hole changes its geometry to a right angle triangle. Aligned not only
exactly to the equinox sunset due west 270 degrees, but also aligned to the geographical westernmost edge of the Cape peninsula,

the land closest to the equinox sunset on the peninsula.
On the day of the Winter solstice a triangular shadow is cast onto the 

flat rock below the grailstone, creating a triangular shadow with a
golden rectangle in its center, that is recorded in cup marks on the rock 
Surface. On the day of the equinox sunset a triangular shadow with a 
golden right angled triangle of light is presented again marked by the 

cup marks.The triangle of light is led to a free standing rock shaped into 
a human head, where the triangle of light moves onto the head into the 

position of the eye. The eye of this rock watchman is watching and 
recording this last ray of sunlight as it sets due west off  sandy bay 

Point.

The entire Hout bay valley and surrounds have numerous archeological
sites and evidence of human habitation going back to the middle stone
age. Middens at houtbay harbour, sandy bay and Logies rock shelter at
Llandudno show Smithfield and Wilton cultures.Various scrapers, blades,
bored stones, red ochre and grinding stones & bowls, arrow points and
ostrich egg shell beads.
“Excavation of Logies Rock Cave – Ione & Jalmar Rudner”

Logies Rock Cave 
Llandudno

Lensing effect  of Bokkemans
Kloof Valley and pyramidal 

Binocular type horrizon
foresights

To eliminate random positioning, placement, shaping and weathering of marker stones, strict protocols and criteria have been
enforced at each site. Each marker stone must contain at least three of the below listed criteria:
Significant Geographical placement – significant topographical placement within the landscape, gateways and steps.
Significant astronomical alignment & positioning of site to the cardinal directions of the sun, the solstices and equinoxes. Be
found close to an archaeological site, cave, shelter or midden that shows human occupation. Contain an unusual shape or
geometries that lends itself to astronomical recording. Show clear placement or shaping and positioning eg. The use of other
supporting rocks to hold a position or alignment.

Methodology
The use of various geographical and geological maps, google earth& sky maps, historical & archaeological maps
The use of astronomical hand held GPS compasses and devices – Celestron Skyscout – magnetic compass
Site visitations on the days of alignment to the solstices and equinoxes – recording on video of the alignment
actually taking place, photographic records of the alignments and field sketches done on site. The use of various
Measuring equipment, squares and levels. Having onsite visits by qualified doctors of geology John Compton,
Ferdie Lagonie, Dr. Robert Schoch. Consultations with expert astronomers & archaeologists – the late Tony Fairhall
– Prof. John Parkington. Consultations with Astro physicists – Jude Currivan, Cultural astronomical findings.

Winter Solstice sunset
In Kloof Neck Saddle - Sun Gate 1 

Sun Gate 2 – Site B - “Nefertiti Rock 
Winter Solstice alignment 

Here in the Devils peak saddle lies a rock shaped in the likeness of
Nefertiti? She appears to be held/wedged in position by two other
stones. This marker stone is positioned perfectly to align with both
the winter solstice sunset and summer solstice sunrise. There is a
Viewers seat that places one at the height of the eye of “Nefertiti”
To capture an eye to eye to sun alignment. Viewers eye is set at a
spirit level to the eye of
Nefertiti, to the sea level
horizon and the
Sun disc. The sun
alignment and accuracy
is further enhanced by the
Straight golden ruler sun
Path reflected on the ocean
waters. Adding to the
Beauty and magic of the
Moment!
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Tripod Winter Solstice sunset alignment 
On top of Chapmans Peak - Sun Gate 3 

Winter Solstice sunrise alignment 
Tripod Rock  - Sun Gate 3 

Sun Gate 3 - Site C –”The Tripod Rock” – Equilateral Triangle Alignments 

The Tripod The Tripod Rock, is strategically positioned in the Sun valley, on
the highest point of Trappies Kop , on the first Northern Step of the Sun Gate like an
altar stone, centred between the sunrise and sunset, in the lowest passageway
through the Table Mt. Range of the cape peninsula. It is resting on 3 tripodal feet,
that are spaced equidistant, thus holding and standing on an equilateral triangular
base. This equilateral triangle, the two back NE facing, feet of the tripod, are
orientated exactly to the summer and winter solstice sunrise and sunset positions.
Between each foot are 3 arch ways each with natural?, shapes/carvings that
resemble human heads, that are again orientated to literally watch the rising and
setting sun on these solstice dates. A water trough is centred also between the two
back N facing feet, this pool acts as a mirror reflecting the night sky passing
overhead the arch ways, the stone watchman are mirrored in the pool, seen to watch
the nightly journey of the stars across the heavens. There is a water filled trough
leading to the pool, that may have been enhanced carved further. This channel
(“birth canal”) leads the first rays of light into the round pool (“Womb”) between
the two northern feet, a potential ritual of the fertility between the Sun and Earth
400m away the tripod is a Rock shelter/cave Klip Gat, a huge overhang capable of
sheltering many (30+?) people. Here archaeological finds (hand axes, cleavers,
scrapers) show occupation of over 100 000yrs, placing early humans directly in the
vicinity of the Tripod. A great burial cave Peers Cave, less than 2km away is a burial
cave with approx. 14 skeletons removed. One of the skulls known as Fish Hoek Man
dates back around 14000yrs ago

Equinox sunrise
Winter solstice

 sunrise

Summer so
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e sunset

Winter solstice 

sunset

In Conclusion
The Cape Peninsula, is geographically and 

astronomically  significant regarding the Summer 
solstice sunset. There are research reverences and 
archaeological engravings that prove sun/moon 

worship by early inhabitants. Use of stone heads in 
ceremony in the S.W.Cape area were also known. 
The sites may literally personify and be directed at 
their deities, chiefs, gods of the weather or perhaps 

people of  great stature they met. These shrines/ 
markerstones do exist and warrant further      

investigation. The cape peninsula may have   
been a ceremonial gathering point for many 

Ancient people to travel to the “land of the setting 
sun” at the time of great light the summer solstice to 

do ceremony to the fire of life. The fact that  these 
marker stones are aligning NOW is interesting as 

we are almost dead centre of the two exteme solstice 
setting points of the 41500yr obliquity cycle. Did 

this sun alignment herald some great happening? 
Research has been done over a period of 

24yrs.References are , mostly archaeological papers 
/ bulletins, Ts. Hahn, “Supreme Being of the Khoi 
Khoi, Bleek, onsite visitations, thanks to   Prof.John

Parkington, Geologist John Compton and many 
others too numerous to mention here.
By Dean Liprini     www.sunpath.co.za
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